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@Susan_Tabak: Just bought a 
great jumpsuit by Vika Ganiskay 
and a beautiful tulle bolero by 
Sandra Backlund at Colette.

@Susan_Tabak: Deciding on 
a few nice things for Fall at 
Bottega Veneta. So chic. 

Desperately seeking Susan: 
Opening page: Susan at the VBH 
boutique on Madison Avenue; This 
page: Above: Susan at the Louis 
Viutton jewelry opening; Far left: 
Susan at Mario Schwab; Left: 
Susan posing in Trash Couture.

Susan Tabak is the best-selling author of Chic In Paris: 
Style Secrets & Best Addresses, published in 2006. 
She is also a former in-demand personal shopper, 

now operating the must-read SusanTabak.com website, 
where she shares her expert opinion on what’s new and 
noteworthy in fashion, entertainment, and travel. Also to be 
found on the Excellently designed blog are Tabak’s personal 
recommendations, designer profiles and collection reports, 
as well as travel diaries and her well-known Chic Lists. 
Primarily a resident of New York, where she lives with her 
family, Susan is actually an always-impeccably-dressed 
globetrotting woman of the world, as anyone who follows her 
Tweets already knows. In fact, last year the Times of London 
named Susan Tabak the #1 Fashion Twitterer, noting that she 
“puts her contemporaries to shame on Twitter.” Recently, The 
EP spoke with Susan to find out some of the secrets of her 
stylish success. No embarassment in that.

Ricky Lee: Would you please talk about your background 
and explain how and why you became a fashion consultant? 
Susan Tabak: In 2001, after raising my children and taking 
care of my family, I wanted something to do. But it had to 
be the perfect project. I speak French and had been working 
as a personal shopper, taking clients to Paris, where I knew 
everybody. I’ve always loved fashion and really have a passion 
for it. I knew that what I wanted to do had to be something 
that I really loved. So I thought: ‘How do I incorporate that?’ 
Everything just evolved. I would take clients to Paris. That 

was fun for awhile. Then, a friend said: ‘You should probably 
write books.’ So I decided to write and that really put me on 
the map, in terms of respect and acknowledgement from the 
fashion industry. It was really a surprise. The idea was to use 
it as a tool to then develop other things. Friends would always 
say, ‘Susan, I love what you are wearing,’ especially my friends 
in France. The book became a worldwide success, much to my 
surprise. It was a fun project. It helped me execute many other 
projects. After that, I tried to figure out how to keep my name 
out there. So, I started a blog, Chic in Paris, and I realized 
that people were really listening and responding to what I 
was saying. And from there, I thought, ‘How do I differentiate 
myself from the rest of the blogosphere?’ I’m Susan. The goal 
of my brand is to provide exceptional information to clients 
applying my aesthetic to their lives. It’s a work in progress. 
It’s been lots of fun. Lots. Working on the website has also 
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“I’m Susan Tabak. The goal of my brand is 
to provide exceptional information to clients 

applying my aesthetic to their lives. It’s a 
work in progress. It’s been lots of fun. Lots.”
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@Susan_Tabak: Yikes so 
much to do - I am DJ for Buvez 
Madison tonight - but can’t 
stay too long. Have important 
business meeting in London 
tomorrow

@Susan_Tabak: The reasons 
I stay in nice hotels is 
because when my computer 
breaks down- there is always 
someone on call to fix it. 
Small/big pleasures. 

With friends like these... : Previous 
page, clockwise, from top, right: 
Susan with with Olivier and Hugues 
of Buvez Madison; Susan with 
Karl Lagerfeld; Susan and Carine 
Roitfeld of Paris Vogue; Alber Elbaz 
of Lanvin with Susan. This page,  
top: Backstage at Givenchy; Bottom: 
Susan and Dita Von Teese.

been overwhelming. What I am enjoying most is traveling. 
RL: How did you hook up with Felix Burrichter, the creative 
consultant for your site, which is now simply called SusanTabak.
com? [Ed. Note: Burrichter is founder, editor and creative 
director of the architecture and design magazine PIN-UP].
ST: I did an exhaustive search for someone to help me with 
the website. Through friends I found Felix. He’s helped me 
with my brand identity. 
RL: What is the difference between fashion and style? 
ST: Fashion is the ads that you see in a magazine. Style is 
having your own look, making your own personal statement 
and not copying or wearing what’s shown in every ad that 
you see. Not that there is anything wrong with that. But that’s 
being safe. Having style is really putting things together and 
making what you’re wearing all your own or all about you. 
RL: Can someone really be a victim of fashion? 
ST: A fashion victim is such a derogatory term. I don’t like 
those words. Being a fashion victim might mean someone who 
buys the total designer look or who purchases everything that 
is new. While I love fashion, love to buy clothes, one might call 
me that. But I like to mix things up, combining old and new. 
You could say that a fashion victim is someone who dives head 
first into fashion without having their own identity. 
RL: You seem to have a particular affinity for European, 
specifically Parisian, fashion. What is it about Paris, and its 
designers, culture and history, that attracts you? 
ST: I’m a pure Francophile. I’ve  spent a lot of time to Paris, 
going to fashion shows, etc. On a personal level, I feel more 
like a woman when I’m in Paris. I feel more beautiful. I 
don’t want to get political, but there’s no such things as 
sexual harassment in France or Europe. There, it’s OK to 
tell a woman she looks great. You don’t get that here in the 
States. Aesthetically, Paris just really inspires me. I’m simply 
inspired by being there. 
RL: What are some of the components that every stylish 
woman should have in her wardrobe? 
ST: I’m a big proponent of coats, especially in winter. I love 
coats. No matter what you’re wearing underneath. A good 
stylish coat is a must. Even if you’re wearing jeans and a 
T-shirt. And a great bag and shoes are also nice elements to 
creating the perfect look.
RL: You were one of the first fashion authorities to begin 
blogging and taking advantage of the publicity and marketing 
benefits provided by the speed and reach of internet and other 
social media tools. How important is this technology to 
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fashion and how do you see the relationship between fashion 
and digital media developing in the coming years? 
ST: It is hugely important now and will be even more so 
in the future. I got on Twitter a year ago and I’m totally 
enjoying being there. People respond to my authenticity. I’ve 
consistently added followers and have added value to my 
persona and name. As we go into the future, it’s going to get 
really exciting.
RL: In your book, Chic in Paris: Style Secrets & Best 
Addresses, you take readers on a tour of the top spots in Paris 
and introduce them to eight stylish women who reside in the 
city. Who are some of the most stylish Parisians, female and 
male, today and, of course, what and where are your current 
favorite shopping destinations? 
ST: Charlotte Gainsbourg, Dior, Camille Michelli, 
Mark Jacobs. I love jewelry boutiques. Camille Bidault 
Waddington, and some others like Lulu de la Falaise and 
Ines de la Fressange are still icons. And their American 
counterparts: Audrey Hepburn, Grace Kelly, and the women 
from that whole period. They bring glamour back to the 
world. They epitomized what is means to be chic. Add Coco 
Chanel to that list. 
RL: What is excellence? 
ST: Excellence is going beyond what you think you do 
best. It’s being your best and differentiating yourself so that 
others will notice. 

RL: What are some of the projects that you are working on 
for the future? 
ST: I plan to continue developing my site, working with my team. 
RL: Have you ever considered launching your own line of 
fragrances, accessories or clothing? Please explain. 
ST: Oh, yes. I’m interested. Absolutely. I’d love to design 
a great handbag. That’s what helps a woman stand out. 
Something more like a clutch, a bigger clutch that can go 
from day to night and that can hold my cell phone and all the 
other stuff I carry around. I travel so much and, especially, to 
events. I don’t want to carry an oversized bag to an event. I’d 
like to do something that can carry all my stuff. Very Bottega 
Veneta-like. Something chic. 

All images courtesy Susan Tabak. 
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@Susan_Tabak: Just had 
a lovely chat with Daphne 
Guiness at the pool at the 
Bristol. She looked amazing 
in a gold lame bathing suit — 
decked with diamonds.

@Susan_Tabak: Catherine 
Deneuve’s chauffeur is giving 
me a ride back to the Bristol. 

On Location: Above, left: Susan 
wearing Alexander McQueen at 
FNO, New York; Right: Shopping 
at Jennifer Miller; Left: Lounging in 
Argentina. 


