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We really opened Colette because 
Paris was missing many things 
we could find in New York 

City, London, etc.,” says Sarah Lerfel, 
better known, simplement, as Sarah, of 
Colette, the Outstandingly Excellent 
and internationally influential boutique, 
which she founded 13 years ago with her 
mother Colette Roussaux. Other reasons 
that prompted the two women to launch  
the much-imitated shop? “Just the wish to 
mix together a restaurant, a gallery, and a 
selection of fashion, design, beauty, and 
culture products,” Sarah says.  And what 
an always surprising and inspiring mix of 
merchandise it is. Let’s take inventory.... 

theexcellentpeople.wordpress.com 2



the excellent people 3

Ricky Lee: Colette has been open 13 years 
now and has become one of the most well-
known, respected, and imitated destination 
shops in the world. What was the concept 
for Colette when you and your mother, 
Colette Roussaux, first thought of opening 
such a location? 
Sarah Lerfel: Just the wish to mix together 
a restaurant, a gallery, and a selection 
of fashion, design, beauty, and culture 
products, etc... 

RL: As the art director and buyer for the 
location, what is your role and what do you 
look for when selecting the merchandise 
and/or the designers and artists that you 
feature at Colette? 
SL: I look at everything, and just select 
things we like, which surprise us, which 
are new and fresh!

RL: How much does your personal 
aesthetic and that of your mother’s, 
influence the choices that you make? What 
is your personal aesthetic, actually? 
SL: Everything is instinctive, and personal...
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“Colette is in non-
stop evolution, every 

day is different. 
We receive new 

products every day.”
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RL: Who and what are some of the artists, 
designers, things, places, and sounds that 
Colette is loving right now? 
SL: Oh, there’s so many! Have a look on 
colette.fr and you’ll have an idea... 

RL: You have said that Colette is living 
in the present. What do you mean by that 
statement? 
SL: I’m not sure I understand this question. 
It’s true. Colette is in non-stop evolution. 
Every day is different. We recieve new 
products every day. 

RL: Where do you look for inspiration? 
SL: Everywhere! 
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RL: Do you think that Colette is a uniquely 
French or Parisian phenomenon? That’s to 
say, do you think that a shop like Colette 
would be successful in another city? Have 
you considered further expanding the Colette 
brand by opening shops in other cities? 
SL: We really opened Colette because we 
visited this empty space and because Paris 
was missing many things we could find 
in New York City, London, etc. Since we 
want to continue to discover new things 
all the time, and because we want Colette 
to continually renew itself, we have to 
focus on this shop only, which was really 
conceived for Paris. But we enjoy doing 
some pop-up shops around the world... 

RL: In many ways Colette is like a gallery, 
with a well-curated program of exhibitions, 
events and happenings. In your mind, what 
is the relationship between art, fashion, 
and music? 
SL: Yes, or like a magazine. And the 
relationship between all these media is 
very natural... 
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RL: The window displays at Colette are 
always intriguing. How do you decide 
what to put on view in them? 
SL: We change every week, so sometimes 
we prepare in advance, and sometimes it’s 
just last minute... 

RL: What is excellence? 
SL: To always challenge oneself. 

RL: What interesting projects are you 
working on for the future?
SL: New exhibitions like Pieter Hugo, 
which we did in June, and many new 
designers for Fall 201, etc... .

All images courtesy of Colette

Art direction by Andrew Hart
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